Abstract. We report the occurrence of the European otter (Lutra lutra Linnaeus, 1758) along the entire Romanian Black Sea coast, for the first time. Several sightings were within the harbor and the city of Constanţa, indicating that the otter can accommodate to and tolerate high human impact. The report is based on observations made between 2012 and 2015. The species has been previously reported from all Romanian regions but not from the Black Sea coast. The occurrences reported within this article confirm an extension of the range of this Near Threatened species on the Romanian Black Sea coast, most probably due to the increasing of population size from other sources such as the Danube floodplain.
The European otter (Lutra lutra Linnaeus, 1758) is a freshwater mammal with a widespread distribution in Eurasia and north-western part of Africa. It inhabits a large variety of freshwater and coastal habitats as long as food supply and habitats suitable for holts are available (Kruuk, 2006) . After 1970s, it was observed a steady decline throughout Europe, mostly due to a variety of threats such as habitat loss, water pollution, disease, roadkill and illegal and accidental killing (Roos et al., 2015) . The European decline corresponds with the river management phase characterized by extreme structural engineering measures, e.g., construction of dams, flow regulation, water abstraction, that destroyed most wetlands associated with river floodplains (Ioana-Toroimac et al., 2015) . All these threats affected the Romanian populations and the otter suffered the same steady decline (Murariu, 2005) . At European Union level, the species is protected by the Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). In the last decade, it was noticed a recovery of otter populations in Europe, including Romania, mostly due to conservation measures under the Natura 2000 approach and the ban of pesticides and a more environmentally responsive vision in river management (Kruuk, 2006; Klenke et al., 2013; Ioana-Toroimac et al., 2015) . However, European otter populations are not fully recovered and IUCN Otter Specialist Group recently re-assessed the species as Near Threatened with a decreasing trend (Roos et al., 2015) . In the Romanian Black Sea region, the conservation status is Unfavourable-Inadequate (European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity, 2015).
material and methods
The European otter is an aquatic carnivore easily to recognize in the water and on the land. The legs are short and the body elongated, adapted for swimming. The fur is thick, brownish-gray and silky. European otter displays whitish-gray colour on the ventral side, chin, throat and chest (Murariu & Munteanu, 2005) . The tail is long and powerful, thick at the base. The muzzle is broad and with long whiskers and presents a slight angle at the top edge of the rhinarium. The feet are webbed and leave a very distinctive track (Auglanier et al., 2008) .
Individuals were visually identified after description provided by Auglanier et al. (2008) . Additionally, tracks and spraints confirmed the species presence (for details see Kranz, 2000) . The locations were registered using handheld GPS. Locations are provided using WGS84 decimal degrees, together with data of observation, locality, and habitats. Fig. 1, Fig. 2, Fig. 3 ). 
A B discussion
The occurrences reported with this article confirm an extension of European otter range in the Romanian Black Sea coast, probably due to the increasing of the population size from other sources such as the Danube floodplain and the Danube Delta. The absence of reporting the species from seaside is a serious drawback, especially because there are many development projects attempting to change the coastal habitats, such as new resorts and coastal roads. The absence of data from scientific literature can be interpreted by developers as the absence of species, and thus, they can easily claim the lack of impacts on near threatened species such as Lutra lutra.
The European otter is a nocturnal mammal relatively easy to detect and study due to the visible signs such as spraints and tracks (Kruuk, 2006) . The knowledge about otter distribution and ecology over most of Europe is very good (Roos et al., 2015) , however, this is not the case of Romania. There are very few studies concerning the European otter in Romania, and the distribution data is scarce (e.g., Bouroș, 2014) . The species has been reported from all Romanian regions, including the Danube Delta. However, the checklists for Dobrogea region do not report the European otter in the Black Sea (e.g., Călinescu, 1934; Murariu, 2005; Murariu & Munteanu, 2005; Murariu et al., 2009; 2010; Bouroș, 2014) , despite the fact that the distribution maps for Bulgaria and Ukraine indicate its presence near the Romanian borders (Roos et al., 2015) . Based on the IUCN range map, Murariu & Munteanu (2005) correctly include the Black Sea coast as a potential habitat for the European otter, although do 
